DORCAN ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

| am writing to remind all families of the simple, clear expectations that every student agrees to
when they join our school community. These expectations are shared openly at the point of
admission, and both home and school commit to supporting them so that every child can make the

most of their learning.

Over the last few weeks, we have addressed these expectations again with students. They are not
new, nor are they complicated. They are the basic standards that allow lessons to run smoothly and

ensure that students can focus on their work without unnecessary interruptions.
Uniform and Appearance

We expect all students to follow the school’s uniform and appearance policy, as published on our

website. This includes:

¢ Correct uniform every day (including blazer and tie)

e Correct footwear (school shoes, not trainers)

¢ No fake nails

¢ No false eyelashes

¢ No nose piercings

¢ No loop earrings (students may wear one stud only)

¢ Natural hair colour (and not two different colours at the same time)

These expectations are not optional. When students arrive at school not meeting them, learning
time is wasted for the student, for staff, and for home. We want students in classrooms learning -
not dealing with avoidable uniform issues — however, when the expectations are not met students
cannot be in circulation. All of these, including acceptable footwear, is included and available on the

school website.
Equipment

Students must bring the correct equipment every day so that they can access their work fully.

The required equipment list is also available on our website.

Arriving unprepared disrupts learning and prevents students from making progress. Again, this is

something we expect all families to fully support.

Lesson Time and Movement Around School
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Students should be in lessons, engaged in their work. Time out of class must be minimal and
purposeful. Students should use break and lunchtime for toilet needs; time spent out of lessons is

learning time lost.
Students may only be out of class if they have:

¢ a white medical card,
e ayellow card, or
¢ anote in their planner from a member of staff.

Aside from these clear permissions, students should not be out of lessons.
Behaviour, Detentions and Academic Preparation
We also expect:

¢ Homework/Academic Prep to be completed
¢ Punctuality to every lesson
¢ Attendance to be strong

¢ Detentions to be attended without excuses
(These detentions are issued only when simple expectations have not been met.)

Every school has its own expectations. Even when students—or even adults at home—do not fully
agree with them, they remain the rules of our school and must be followed and supported. This

consistency is essential.

Students do not have the right to disturb the learning of others. If they do, there must be

consequences. Poor behaviour cannot and will not be tolerated.
Year 11 Prom EXPECTATIONS

A number of students have been asking for confirmation of whether or not they will be invited to

the prom. We have therefore set the following criteria which will guarantee your child a place.
From this point forward students should have:

- At least 95% attendance at school and requested interventions for Terms 4
and 5
- No suspensions in Terms 4 or 5

If this criteria is not met, then a place at the prom is not guaranteed.
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EXPECTATIONS
Our expectations are built around our core values: Show Respect, Be Kind, Do Your Best.

By following the rules and meeting expectations, students learn responsibility, self-discipline, and

readiness for life beyond school. This is for the benefit of every young person in our care.

We appreciate your ongoing support in reinforcing these standards at home. Working together

ensures that every student can thrive.

Yours sincerely,

Kw:mmr

Assistant Headteacher — Student Culture and Behaviour



