DORCAN ACADEMY

21 October 2025

Headlines
Dear Parents/Carers

We are almost at the end of what has been another action packed half term which started
with welcoming our new Year 7 students. Their induction days included House team
competitions, Character workshops and the annual visit of an external company, ‘Talk the
Talk’ who supported our students to develop their confidence in oracy as well as enabling
them to learn about each other and get to know their teachers.

Our WOW transition days were well received and our Open evening this year was an
overwhelming success. The hall was packed for my speech which was also streamed into the
dining room and there were so many positive comments from prospective parents and
children about the many opportunities on offer here at Dorcan. The only concern raised,
was actually securing a place as we are now well over-subscribed in Year 7. The students
did us proud, from showing parents around, supporting in the various subject areas and
giving speeches in front of 300 parents! The Head boy and girl Evie Wilkinson and Jacob
Sanders were excellent ambassadors for the school and four of our new Year 7 students
(Zara Horgan, Tom Partridge, Ruby Ratcliffe and Sophie Murlaczyk) showed amazing
courage in delivering speeches telling parents and students why they should choose Dorcan.

Thank you to everyone who attended our ‘Meet the Teacher’ event — | trust you found it
useful putting a face to a name! It was lovely to meet you and the canapes were wonderful!!

There has been a range of school trips this term, one of the most popular being the Year 9
students’ trip to Pencelli. 55 students attended and had a great time — staff from the centre
reported back the exemplary behaviour of our students and our own staff were so proud of
them. Huge thanks to Mr Shorey, Mrs Easton, Mr Holland, Miss Brooks and Ms Crisp.

Another highlight was our very first Dorcan Darts tournament which was organised by the
amazing Miss Durston, ably supported by her dad who was a whizz at adding up the scores!!
The tournament was won by Morgan Fowler in Year 10, closely followed by Alfie Jessop in
Year || as runner up. On Friday afternoon our GCSE Music students had the opportunity
to hear the Birmingham Symphony Orchestra (BSO) at The Platform and again, their
exemplary behaviour was commented on.

The last day of this term is our Growth Mindset Day where we do things a little differently,
designed to push us out of our comfort zone but enable students to develop their character
and have a go at new things, as well as having a lot of fun.



DORCAN ACADEMY

Post-16 options

During this term Y| | have heard from several post-16 providers to support them in
choosing the next step in their career and learning journey. Applications for most providers
are now open, and we recommend

students apply at the earliest opportunity. If you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss
the different pathways after Dorcan with Alan Brownlie, our Careers Lead please contact
him via abrownlie@dorcan.co.uk

Term dates

Please be mindful that we break up for Christmas on Friday 19*" December at midday.
Monday January 5" is a staff training day and on Tuesday January 6™ we are holding a
Progress Review Day for students and

parents; further details will be sent out but students will come in during the day with their
parents/carers to meet their tutor at a specified time to discuss their progress and the rest
of the day will complete work at home. The first full day back for students will be
Wednesday 7% January.

Dates for your diary

Our Christmas concert showcasing music, dance and drama will be held on Thursday |
December in our fabulous school hall, and our annual traditional Carol Service will be on
Monday 15 December at 7pm. We would love to see you all there. More details to
follow nearer the time.

Ith

House points total

As of Friday 17" October 2025 house points totals were as follows:

Eagle | Falcon | Kingfisher | Osprey
Overall total 38788 | 46193 | 29594 35375
Average per student 160.9 |215.9 [143.0 164.5

Congratulations to Falcon House who are leading with the most House points on average
per student as well as overall. Osprey went home with the House cup at the end of the
summer term last academic year and so, as a reward, was be able to come into school
wearing non-uniform today.
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Reminder

Please ensure that over the half term break your child does not do anything that will
contravene our uniform policy and prevent them from attending lessons on their return.
We want students in lessons learning but we are not prepared to lower our high standards.

Monday 3™ November is a staff training day. Students return on Tuesday 4* November
which is a normal school day and Week B.

We hope you have a lovely break.

Yours sincerely

-
/
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Mrs Sherryl Bareham
Headteacher



