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The Dorcan Academy – Developing Character Issue 12 

The Review 

As the final term of the academic year draws to a close, we begin by celebrating a truly significant milestone. Congratulations 

to our Year 11 students who have now completed their GCSE exams. With that, the final curtain falls on their time at The 

Dorcan Academy. Over the years, these students have not only grown academically but have developed the core character 

virtues that underpin all we do: resilience, courage, honesty, integrity, gratitude, generosity, compassion, 

personal responsibility, and self-discipline. These values have shaped them into young people ready to take on the 

world beyond school. Whether moving on to college, apprenticeships, or employment, we are confident that the character 

they’ve built will guide them through the challenges and opportunities ahead. 

Meanwhile, our other year groups are also preparing to take their next steps. Each year at The Dorcan Academy brings new 

challenges, whether it’s choosing GCSE options in Year 9, preparing for exams in Year 10, or stepping into leadership roles 

in Year 11, but what remains constant is the power of our character virtues. As students grow, each challenge becomes 

slightly more demanding, but embracing these values gives them the tools to succeed. With resilience, they bounce back. 

With responsibility, they take ownership of their learning. With compassion, they support each other. The journey 

continues, and we’re excited to see what each student will achieve next. 

We are also looking forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students in September. Many have already spent time with us 

this term during transition days and have begun to learn what it truly means to be a Dorcan student, a student of character. 

These first tentative steps mark the beginning of a five-year journey in which they will grow not only in knowledge but in 

integrity, respect, and purpose. We are excited to support them every step of the way as they develop into model 

British citizens who embrace both our Dorcan values and the shared values of our country. 

This term also saw one of the highlights of the school calendar, Sports Day. A huge thank you must go to our incredible 

PE department and the Friends of Dorcan who, together, created a fantastic day of fun, competition, and community. 

The sun may not have shone for long, but the spirit of the students certainly did! From the track to the tug-of-war, our 

students demonstrated teamwork, self-discipline, courage, and generosity of spirit, cheering each other on, 

competing with pride, and showing grace in both victory and defeat. 

We also celebrated our Rewards Trips and End-of-Year Rewards Events, and we are especially grateful to Mrs Easton, 

who works tirelessly to ensure these events run smoothly. These special moments allow us to recognise those students 

who consistently show the right character day in, day out. Of course, none of us are perfect, there may be the odd 

blip, but we value progress and integrity above perfection. The students who have been recognised have embraced our 

school virtues not only in lessons but in their attitudes, behaviours, and contributions to the wider school community. They 

have earned their rewards, and they should be proud. 

For those who were not rewarded this year, let this not be seen as a punishment but as a chance to reflect. What can be 

done differently next year? Every student at Dorcan has the ability to make positive choices, and we know that when they 

do, great things happen. That’s why we will continue to uphold high expectations, we believe in every single student’s 

potential, and we will not settle for less than their best. 

Finally, thank you to our parents and the wider community. Your ongoing support plays a vital role in the success of our 

students, and we never take it for granted. Whether it’s ensuring your child arrives ready to learn, attending parents’ 

evenings, cheering from the sidelines at sports events, or simply reinforcing the importance of kindness, respect, and 

responsibility at home, your partnership with the school is essential. The development of character is not 

something that happens in isolation; it is a shared journey. When home, school, and the wider community work 

together with a common purpose, we create a powerful network of support around every child. It is through this collective 

effort that we can ensure every student at The Dorcan Academy not only achieves strong academic outcomes but also 

leaves us as a young person of integrity, ready to make a positive contribution to society. We thank you for walking 

alongside us on that journey. 

Here’s to a well-earned summer break, and another year of growth, character, and success ahead. 
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Character Award totals 

House Bronze Silver Gold Total 

Eagle 241 32 14 287 

Falcon 343 55 17 415 

Kingfisher 313 44 10 367 

Osprey 366 52 16 434 

Total 1263 183 57 1503 

 

Supporting Your Child’s Character Development 

Over the Summer Holidays 

 

The summer holidays are a perfect time for rest, fun, and 

family, but they also offer valuable opportunities for parents 

to support their child’s character development. Away from 

the routine of school, everyday activities can be used to 

build important virtues such as responsibility, 

generosity, gratitude, and resilience. 

 

Encourage your child to take responsibility at home by 

involving them in household tasks, cooking a meal, helping 

with the shopping, or managing their own daily routine. 

These small acts develop self-discipline and independence. 

Volunteering together, whether helping a neighbour or 

supporting a local charity, is a great way to nurture 

compassion and generosity. Family outings can also 

spark conversations about courage, trying something new, 

gratitude, appreciating what they have, and integrity 

making good choices even when no one is watching. 

 

Summer is also a time to build resilience. Set small goals 

with your child, reading a certain number of books, learning 

a new skill, or improving in a sport. When challenges arise, 

talk about how to handle setbacks positively and learn from 

mistakes. 

 

Above all, take time to reflect together. Ask what they’re 

proud of each week and what they could improve. 

Character is built one decision at a time, and with 

gentle guidance, summer can be a season of meaningful 

growth. With your support, your child can return to school 

in September not just rested, but stronger in character and 

ready for the year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

What can you do to support your child to 

complete The Dorcan Academy Character 

Award?  

 

Encourage them to complete the following 

activities: 

 

✓ Community – History - History - 

Research the area you live in by looking 

into its history. Safely go around your 

town/village and produce an informative 

brochure including photographs, memories, 

locations, interviews, and landmarks (at 

least 10 pages) that can be used by the 

tourist information centre to tell visitors 

about the history of your town or village. 

 

✓ Environment - Geography - Geography 

- Complete a litter pick in your street.  

 

✓ Literacy - Business - Write a letter to a 

local business in the sector that you are 

interested in; include your completed CV 

and ask for the opportunity to complete 

work experience during a holiday. 

 

✓ Literacy - Science - Read a scientific book 

of your choice and create an informative 

poster on the ideas presented within the 

book.  
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Character virtues in action honour board  

Each week in assembly we share examples of how our students have demonstrated our character virtues within 

and outside of school. Below are some of the standout examples from our students.  

 

Harry Mason, 9EY1 – For resilience in Literacy lessons and being brilliant at recalling details about the poems we have 

studied. 

Sophie Phillips, 9FR1 – For fully embracing the challenge of studying a new language in Term 6. 

George Wells, 8KBA – For demonstrating the character virtue of integrity. Yesterday in the Cwtch, George was calmly 

playing a game with others and offered people the chance to join in, suggesting ideas like forming teams. He didn’t know 

anyone was watching, yet still made good choices, contributing to an inclusive environment during breaktime. 

Lauren Courtney, 9KBA – For taking feedback on board and working hard to improve her class contributions. 

Jacob Baker, 7OS1 – For courage. Jacob bravely stepped up at D&D Club to become the Dungeon Master, leading the 

entire group and even creating extra storylines in his own time. He has been a fantastic DM and has led the group for many 

weeks now. 

Libby Reason, 7OS1, and Jacob Reason, 9OSA – For being consistently kind and well-mannered in the canteen every 

day. 

Logan Hudson-Cook, 8KBA – For personal responsibility. Logan went out of his way to ensure something was delivered 

into school for the tutor group to meet a deadline, even while he was off ill. 

Ariana Brown, 7KB1 – For personal responsibility and self-discipline. Ariana has been focused and engaged in lessons, 

practiced the piece we are learning at home, and even taught herself the glockenspiel riff on the piano before it was 

introduced in class. She can now perform all parts together. 

Leah Collier, 9EYA – For compassion. Mr Morgans had to sort out a difficult options situation, and Leah’s understanding of 

the wider school context was incredibly mature. 

Toby Jones, 10OS1 – For self-discipline and courage. Toby has been proactive and willing to go the extra mile to assist with 

the school show. He has also been building his confidence in performance, stepping in when someone is absent. 

Robyn Cannon, 7FR1 – For kindness. Robyn always opens the Science corridor door for people every morning and greets 

them with a smile. 

Ollie Kemp, 8FR1 – For personal responsibility. Ollie consistently ensures that books are handed out and packed away 

during Science lessons, always doing so with a smile. 

 

 

 Get in contact  

If you have examples of our students being model citizens and demonstrating our character virtues we would 

love to hear about them. This will allow us to celebrate their actions as a school and include it in our character 

newsletter. Contact Mr Tanner at dtanner@dorcan.co.uk  

 

 

 

mailto:dtanner@dorcan.co.uk
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Character Award achievements 

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the following sections from The Dorcan Academy 

Character Award this term.  

 

Academia Bronze – Raul Alessandro Moreno Miranda, Gloria Akinlotan, Sky Croucher, Aurora Chantrell, Pippa Coultas, 

Kasia Pawlowska, Ruben Thapa Magar, Peaches Allen, Jan Dachowski, Shuban Rai, Cian O’Sullivan, Emily Robinson, Tiffany 

Moore-Vickers, Rio Jones. Jacob Pender, Joshua Carter, Amie Porter, Joshua Webb, George Aldred, Harley Tait 

Honesty Bronze – Ruby-Anna Ruck  

Honesty Gold - Max Sanders, Lilly Mears 

Compassion Bronze – Lilly Mears 

Compassion Silver – Malik Djelid 

Environment Bronze – Ollie Kemp 

Talent Bronze - Jenson Payne 

Community Bronze - Austin Shephard, Olivia Hawkins 

Community Gold - Jenson Payne 

Commitment Bronze – Austin Shephard 

Gratitude Bronze - Lily Mears 

Gratitude Gold - Ekamjeet Tung 

Self-Discipline Silver - Lacey Ledbury 

Aspiration Bronze - Eden Hope  

Diversity Bronze - Olivia Hawkins- 

Resilience Bronze - Olivia Hawkins- 

 

 


