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The Dorcan Academy - Developing Character Issue 10

The Review

At The Dorcan Academy, we are committed to shaping young adults who not only embody our Dorcan Character
Virtues but also uphold the fundamental British values that define our society. These values of Democracy, Rule of
Law, Respect and Tolerance, and Individual Liberty are essential in preparing students for the future, ensuring they
become responsible, respectful, and resilient members of their communities.

One of the most vital British values is respect for law and order. Understanding personal responsibility and
accepting the consequences of our actions is crucial in maintaining a fair and just society. Previous generations have
made incredible sacrifices to protect the freedoms we enjoy today, and it is our duty to honour them by guiding our
students to lead lives that uphold these principles. By making the right choices, taking accountability, and
demonstrating integrity, our students ensure that the sacrifices of those before us are not in vain.

British values also teach resilience, an attribute that has been a cornerstone of our nation's history. During World War ll,
the Dunkirk spirit saw over 300,000 soldiers evacuated from the beaches of Normandy. They did not give up or expect
others to solve their problems; instead, they stood strong, adapted, and did what was necessary to achieve a positive
outcome. This same mindset is what we instil in our students: the drive to persevere, to take responsibility for their
actions, and to contribute positively to their school, their community, and their country.

At The Dorcan Academy, we fully appreciate that, like everyone, we are not infallible, and we won't always get everything
right. However, what is never in doubt is that everything we do is in the best interests of our students. You would have
to be quite perturbed to believe otherwise. Our teachers work tirelessly every single day, driven by a deep commitment to
ensure that every student at Dorcan has the opportunity to achieve their hopes and ambitions. Our staff could
walk into any other school, yet they choose to be here because they believe in our students and our shared values.

If you ever feel that we have got something wrong, we encourage you to speak to us in person, express your views, and
listen to our reasoning. Together, by modelling British values of respect, tolerance, and dialogue, we can set an
example for our students, your children, showing them what it truly means to be British. Constructive conversations, built
on mutual respect and a shared goal of doing what is best for our young people, will always lead to better outcomes than
division or criticism from afar. By working together, we can continue to create an environment where students thrive,
grow, and develop into responsible, resilient adults.

To fully embrace British values, we must also uphold the Rule of Law. A society that does not respect its own rules cannot
thrive as a beacon of freedom whether that is freedom of speech, the right to vote, or individual liberty. It is crucial
that we teach our students that respecting these values is what ensures a fair and safe society. Those who choose
not to abide by these principles cannot be rewarded in the same way as those who do. At Dorcan, we believe in celebrating
and reinforcing the positive actions of those who embody these values, rather than lowering standards to accommodate
those who do not, as this would embrace extreme wokeness.

We are incredibly proud that the vast majority of our students demonstrate British values every day. This is reflected in
the 300,000+ house points awarded, tens of thousands of praise stamps given, over [,000 certificates earned, and hundreds
of students recognised in assemblies for their outstanding commitment to both Dorcan and British values. On a
daily basis, our students display integrity, resilience, and determination, learning from their mistakes and striving
to be the best versions of themselves.

At The Dorcan Academy, we believe in rewarding students who learn from their mistakes rather than those who complain,
blame others or believe they have done nothing wrong when they are not demonstrating British values. It is easy to make
excuses, but true strength comes from having a growth mindset, the courage to reflect on failures, take personal
responsibility for our actions, and make positive changes. This is what it truly means to be British. Throughout
history, our nation has been built on resilience and self-improvement, and we encourage our students to adopt the
same mindset. Instead of expecting others to fix their problems, we encourage them to ask themselves, "What can | do
differently?” And take action! By embracing these values, British values, our students are not only shaping their own
futures but also contributing to a stronger, more united society - one that continues to uphold the principles that makes
Britain great.
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Be Kind

Show Respect

The power of belief: how parents can help their
children succeed

Parents play a crucial role in shaping their children's success
in school. More than just ensuring academic prep is done or
attending parent-teacher meetings, the most powerful thing
a parent can do is believe in their child's ability to learn and
grow. Research shows that when parents have a positive
mindset about their child's potential, their child is more
likely to rise to the challenge.

Psychologist Carol Dweck, in her book Mindset, explains
that students thrive when they develop a growth mindset -
the belief that intelligence and abilities can improve with
effort and perseverance. Parents who communicate
confidence in their children’s potential encourage this
mindset, leading to greater motivation and achievement in
school.

This idea is supported by a landmark 1968 study, Pygmalion
in the Classroom, by Robert Rosenthal and Lenore
Jacobson. In this study, teachers were told that certain
students, chosen randomly, would make significant 1Q gains
over the next two years. Remarkably, these students did
show greater improvement, simply because their teachers
believed they could succeed. The high expectations set for
students can shape their reality.

Character education expert Marvin W. Berkowitz
emphasised that every child has the ability to grow and
flourish. He believes that every child can change, and that
every child deserves the opportunity to become their best
self. But for this to happen, they need the_support of both

parents and teachers working together.

Do your best

What can you do to support your child to
complete The Dorcan Academy Character
Award?

Encourage them to complete the following
activities:

v" Community - History - Interview a family
member about their childhood. What was
their life like? How has life changed from
when they were your age to today? Do they
remember any significant historical events
when they were growing up? Write your
questions and their responses and show it
to your history teacher.

Environment - Geography - Complete a
litter pick around the school site.

Compassion - PE - Regularly show
empathy during lessons to the teams that
are less successful by being gracious in
victory and demonstrating sportsmanship
(e.g. shaking hands/three cheers)

Courage - MFL - Research and create a
one-page piece of work on a courageous
historical figure during the French
Resistance in France or the Civil War in
Spain.

Character counter Character Award totals
totals
House Bronze Silver Gold Total
Eagle 519 Eagle 239 30 14 283
Osprey 385 Falcon 322 50 16 388
Falcon 383 Kingfisher 278 34 8 320
363 51 15 429
Kingfisher 373 Osprey
Total 1202 165 53 1420
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Character virtues in action honour board

Each week in assembly we share examples of how our students have demonstrated our character virtues within
and outside of school. Below are some of the standout examples from our students.

Pedro Ferreira 8EYA - kindness, generosity, and gratitude - He consistently goes out of his way to help
during tutor time and DEAR. He never fails to ask how I'm doing and to express his appreciation with a sincere
'thank you’. His warm goodbyes - whether it’s “Have a nice day" or “See you tomorrow* make my day.

Ethan Callow 7KBA - Courage - showing the tutor group his Irish Dancing which he has been doing for 6
months outside of school, every Tuesday, committing to an extracurricular activity.

Luke Henly | IKBA - Personal responsibility - for continuing to work on areas that he wasn’t doing as well
on and showing a huge improvement in his grade as a result.

Maegan Patague 90SI| and Jacob Baker 70S1 - for showing immense courage by performing in a school
assembly.

Maryam Rafiq, Phoebe Johnston, Piper Pimble, Gladia Joshy, Lilyann Fairchild, Jacob Baker, Levi
Pereira 80S1 - Worked together as a strong autonomous team to plan, organise and run a large charity bake
sale over two days during Charity week with minimal input from teachers.

Poppy Bone I |EY1 - Personal responsibility - She has supported a new student from Spain and has
contacted Ms Trussell to see if she can be entered for Spanish GCSE early.

Bia Alves Bergamin I0FRI and lonela Zagornean — 100S| - Resilience and Integrity in
photography lessons. They are always willing to help out and work with other students when doing
photoshoots and with the technical side of photography to ensure all in the group are able to make progress.

Jake Mulraney 7FRI - Personal responsibility and Resilience — Achieved the character star he has been
working towards for some time.

Chace Hemmings 10EYA - Generosity - He is always so polite when he needs something and holds the
door open every time | see him.

Enzo Floravante Stuani 8FRI - Generosity - he has tirelessly given of his time in science to assist Pedro
Ferreira by translating into Portuguese. Such a kind-hearted good-natured student.

Samuel Peart and Jake Mulraney 7FRI- Respect - for their brilliant debating skills in History allowing them
to respectfully challenge others.

Max Sanders 7KBA - Courage and resilience - For keeping going, despite obstacles, to be the best version
of himself.

Get in contact

If you have examples of our students being model citizens and demonstrating our character virtues we would
love to hear about them. This will allow us to celebrate their actions as a school and include it in our character
newsletter. Contact Mr Tanner at dtanner@dorcan.co.uk
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Character Award achievements

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the following sections from The Dorcan Academy
Character Award this term.

Honesty Bronze — Max Sanders, Darcey Button, Charlie Smith, Teddy Baggaridge, Grace Raven, Selina Shah-Exton, Mati
Kropacz, Eden Hope, Reilly Connolly Jake Mulraney, Olivia Collett, Amber Allen, Rio Allen, Reuben Amponsah, Lewis
Banks, John Bewey, Max Godding, Owen Griffiths, Lucy Hall, Chace Hemmings, Ana Keta, Riley Lucas, Dev Mistry, Emily
Newitt, Patrick O'Donnell, Ini Ogedengbe, Chloe Pullen, Bethany Pullen, Joe Randell, Kiera Toser, Ella Webb, Evie
Wilkinson, Hannah Withers, Riley Brown, Manal Fatima, Maisy Fiddes, Elijah Gosden, Jayden Jaszewski, Alfie Jessop, Graison
Joshy, Viktoriia Klepko, Mae Mabberley, Emily Mularczyk, Autumn-Lola Ohana, Emma O'Keeffe, Jia Randhawa, Noah Raven,
Aleksander Romaniuk, Seth Rousell, Jasmine Roux-Nel, Scarlett Simmons, Harry Takle, Kunga Tamang, Logan Utting, Ryan
Worrallo, lonela Zagornean, Emilia Randell, Cleo Purdy

Honesty Silver - Max Sanders, Amelia Quirk, Lidia Kwidzinska, Caiden Lawerence, Reilly Connolly, Lilly Mears
Honesty Gold - Amelia Quirk, Lidia Kwidzinska

Academia Bronze - Emily Newitt, Frankie Dix, Sachin Asai, Faisal Rafig, Mia Brown, Gloria Akinlotan, Harry Peart, Kiah
Haines, Lacey Ledbury, Levi Perreira, Darcy Button, Drew Allen, Eden Hope, Lily Bell, Olivia Collett, Maria Martin, Amber
Allen, Rio Allen, Reuben Amponsah, Lewis Banks, John Bewey, Max Godding, Owen Griffiths, Lucy Hall, Chace Hemmings,
Ana Keta, Riley Lucas, Dev Mistry, Patrick O'Donnell, Ini Ogedengbe, Chloe Pullen, Bethany Pullen, Joe Randell. Kiera
Toser, Ella Webb, Evie Wilkinson, Hannah Withers, Riley Brown, Peter Dawson, Maisy Fiddes, Elijah Gosden, Jayden
Jaszewski, Alfie Jessop, Graison Joshy, Viktoriia Klepko, Mae Mabberley, Emily Mularczyk, Autumn-Lola Ohana, Emma
O'Keeffe, Jia Randhawa, Noah Raven, Aleksander Romaniuk, Seth Rousell, Jasmine Roux-Nel, Lewin Rutter, Leo Scott,
Scarlett Simmons, Harry Takle, Kunga Tamang, Niko Tomaszek, Logan Utting, Ryan Worrallo, lonela Zagornean, Josh
White, Charlie Brygan, Paige Pope, Brook Boyce, Drew Allen, Aayan Shrestha, Amos Bermudez-Perez, Muntaga Njie,
Nessa Ferrao

Academia Silver - Sachin Asai, Andrew Maganda, Max Sanders, Emily Newitt, Yeva Antonova
Academia gold - Myra Kumar, Emily Newitt

Compassion Bronze — Ekamjeet Tung, Paige Pope, Oresky Olaogun, Finley Blaylock, Harry Gulliver, Gladia Joshy, Hollie
Legg, Jacob Smith, Grace New, Olivia Hawkins, Ryan Worrallo, Owen Griffiths, Dev Mistry, Emily Newitt, Evie Wilkinson,
Riley Brown, Peter Dawson, Manal Fatima, Maisy Fiddes, Elijah Gosden, Jayden Jaszewski, Alfie Jessop, Graison Joshy,
Viktoriia Klepko, Mae Mabberley, Emily Mularczyk, Autumn-Lola Ohana, Emma O'Keeffe, Jia Randhawa, Noah Raven,
Aleksander Romaniuk, Seth Rousell, Jasmine Roux-Nel, Scarlett Simmons, Harry Takle, lonela Zagornean, Cerys Palmer,
Charlie Brygan, Eden Hope, Victoria Nowicka, Samantha Ghising, Lidia Kwidzinska Natalie Mendahna, Yeva Antonova

Compassion Silver - Isadora Oliviera, Lewis Mears, Jacob Smith, Takudzwa Chokuwamba, Harry Gulliver, Amelia
Hambidge, Ella Dance, Ekamjeet Tung, Yeva Antonova, Ella Dance, Eden Hope

Compassion Gold - Jacob Smith, Ekamjeet Tung

Sports Bronze - Freddie Burns, Corey Titchener, Harry Gulliver, Callum Turner, Daniel Fitzpatrick, Rio Allen, Reuben
Amponsah, Lewis Banks, Lucy Hall, Riley Lucas, Dev Mistry, Patrick O'Donnell, Bethany Pullen, Joe Randell, Kiera Toser,
Ella Webb, Evie Wilkinson, Hannah Withers, Peter Dawson, Emily Mularczyk, Autumn-Lola Ohana, Jia Randhawa, Seth
Rousell, Jasmine Roux-Nel, Lewin Rutter, Leo Scott, Ryan Worrallo, Daniel Stevens, Grace New, Skye Milne

Sports Silver — Freddie Burns, Leo Hogg

ACE School of

e P www.dorcan.co.uk
Al CHARACTER

DORCAN ACADEMY _

Aspire to Greatness MAR}

\/
%




Be Kind Show Respect Do your best

Character Award achievements

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the following sections from The Dorcan Academy
Character Award this term.

Resilience Bronze - Jacque Nyikadzino, Lauren Mackenzie, Noor Ali, Rio Allen, Reuben Amponsah, Lewis Banks, Max
Godding, Owen Griffiths, Lucy Hall, Chace Hemmings, Riley Lucas, Dev Mistry, Emily Newitt, Patrick O'Donnell, Joe
Randell, Kiera Toser, Ella Webb, Evie Wilkinson, Hannah Withers, Riley Brown, Peter Dawson, Maisy Fiddes, Elijah
Gosden, Jayden Jaszewski, Alfie Jessop, Graison Joshy, Viktoriia Klepko, Mae Mabberley, Emily Mularczyk, Autumn-Lola
Ohana, Emma O'Keeffe, Jia Randhawa, Noah Raven, Aleksander Romaniuk, Seth Rousell, Jasmine Roux-Nel, Lewin Rutter,
Leo Scott, Scarlett Simmons, Harry Takle, Kunga Tamang, Niko Tomaszek, Logan Utting, Ryan Worrallo, lonela Zagornean,
Manal Fatima, Amos Bermudez-Perez, Muntaga Njie, Andrew Maganda

Resilience silver — Jacob Reason, Amos Bermudez-Perez, Andrew Maganda
Resilience gold - Jacob Reason

Oracy Bronze — Ryan Worrallo

Oracy Silver - Levi Pereira

Oracy Gold - Levi Pereira

Leadership Bronze - Leo Hogg, Paige Pope

Leadership Silver - Leo Hogg

Environment Bronze — Jenson Payne, Rodrigo Dionisio, Kaicee-Lei Preston, Lilly Mears, Olivia Hawkins, Austin
Shepherd

Diversity Bronze — Ella Dance, Hugo Jura, Ariana Brown

Talent Bronze - Drew Allen, Ethan Apraricio, Emy Crisp, Malik Djelid, Muntaga Njie
Literacy Bronze - Ethan Apraricio

Commitment Bronze - Eden Hope, Oresky Olaogun, Jacob Smith

Generosity Bronze - Isadora Oliviera, Bogdan Petrov, Ekamjeet Tung, Eliza Freeman, Ella Guy, Lidia Kwidzinska, Emy
Crisp

Integrity Bronze — Owen Griffiths, Dev Mistry, Emily Newitt, Maria Martin, Olivia Hawkins
Personal responsibility Bronze — Yeva Antonova, Lidia Kwidzinska, Jacob Smith

Community Bronze - Lacy Ledbury
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