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The Dorcan Academy – Developing Character 

Issue 8 

The Review 

Welcome back to our second Character Newsletter of the year, where we’re excited to spotlight resilience and courage, two 

of the nine-character virtues we encourage at The Dorcan Academy. This term began with a burst of energy, as our Year 9 

students embarked on one of the most anticipated experiences of their school journey: the Pencelli Trip. Known for its immersive 

challenges, the week-long adventure in South Wales pushes students to grow, bond, and truly discover their strengths. 

Throughout the trip, students were put to the test in a variety of ways. Climbing Pen y Fan, the highest peak in South Wales, 

required stamina and resilience, and our students rose to the occasion, showing grit and determination every step of the way. 

Equally challenging was the caving activity, where students summoned their courage to navigate the underground passages—a task 

that few undertake without some trepidation. In rock climbing, students embraced personal responsibility, supporting one 

another, and trusting in themselves to succeed. A special thanks goes out to our PE department, whose dedication and expertise 

made this experience possible. Their commitment to teaching character skills shines through, and we’re grateful for all they do to 

guide and inspire our students. 

Following the energy of the Pencelli Trip, our students dived into another exciting experience: the Swindon Youth Festival of 

Literature! This fantastic event, coordinated by our remarkable librarian, Mrs. Murphy, saw students of all ages across Swindon 

engaged in a celebration of literature. Mrs. Murphy’s self-discipline and dedication allowed her to manage an impressive lineup of 

events, including several hosted right here at Dorcan. We were especially honoured to welcome Anna James, author of the Pages 

& Co. and Chronicles of Whetherwhy series, who inspired our young readers. Another highlight was poet Ash Dickinson, a festival 

favourite who brought Year 7 into the world of poetry with his infectious passion. His session provided the encouragement our 

students needed to demonstrate courage by performing their poetry on stage for their peers—an empowering experience that 

showcased their growing confidence and creativity. 

The excitement continued as Eagle House and Falcon House kicked off the first of two charity weeks this year. These special 

weeks are a wonderful opportunity for students to demonstrate generosity, rallying together to raise funds and awareness for 

their chosen charities. A favourite event, without a doubt, was the "teachers in the stocks," where students showcased remarkable 

accuracy, resulting in some very soggy teachers! The laughter and teamwork on display underscored the spirit of generosity and 

fun that makes these charity weeks such a highlight each year. Congratulations to Eagle and Falcon House for raising over £1000 

across the week. We’re incredibly proud of our students’ efforts and look forward to Kingfisher and Osprey’s charity week.  

We also had the privilege of being inspired by our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh students at the Bronze Award presentation evening. 

Taking to the stage, students reflected on their journeys, sharing the ways they have developed as individuals through new skills, 

improved physical endurance, and self-determination. Their stories highlighted the resilience and teamwork displayed during 

the expedition, along with the spirit of generosity shown through volunteering—a core aspect of the award. Listening to our 

students we could see the incredible young men and women our students are becoming. They’re already making a positive impact 

in our community, and we couldn’t be prouder of their growth and commitment. The Year 10 DofE students are truly an 

inspiration, and we look forward to seeing how they continue to build on this foundation. 

We wrapped up the term with a joyful array of Christmas festivities that truly highlighted the character virtues our students 

embody. At our Christmas Showcase, students demonstrated resilience, self-determination, and courage, proving what these 

virtues can achieve when combined. It was an inspiring evening filled with talent and spirit, setting a festive tone for the season. 

Our Christmas Carol Service was a beautiful moment as well, showcasing the musical talents of our choir and instrumentalists. 

Their performances created the perfect lead-up to the holiday, filling the air with joy and unity. And, finally, each house came 

together for Christmas dinners, a time for students to show gratitude to their housemates and fellow tutees and reflect on the 

friendships and support that make up our Dorcan community. 

It is also this time of year that we take a moment to remember those no longer with us and embrace those who are. As we close 

another year, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and remind you that you’re never alone. If there’s anything 

we can do to support you, please let us know. 
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Character counter 

totals 

Eagle 384 

Osprey 233 

Falcon 218 

Kingfisher 209 

Congratulations to 

Eagle House for 

winning the most 

counters in term 2.  

 

Character Award totals 

 

House Bronze Silver Gold Total 

Eagle 102 20 9 131 

Falcon 151 33 9 193 

Kingfisher 176 17 6 199 

Osprey 157 27 8 192 

Total 586 97 32 715 

 

What can you do to support your child’s 

character development? 

At The Dorcan Academy, we believe that the 

development of resilience is vital to ensure that our 

students achieve their very best and are prepared for 

the world. Parents play a crucial role in developing 

resilience in their children. With our year 11 students 

recently receiving their prelim results here are some 

ways you can help: 

 

Encourage Reflection 

Help your child see the prelims as a learning tool. Ask 

open-ended questions, like, “What did you find most 

challenging?” or “What strategies helped you the 

most?” This reflection helps students develop self-

awareness, understand their strengths, and pinpoint 

areas for growth. 

 

Set Realistic Goals Together 

Support your child in setting achievable goals based on 

their mock results. For example, if they struggled with 

Maths, help them set a specific target to work on 

during their revision. Breaking down goals into 

manageable steps shows resilience in action and makes 

the path forward feel more achievable. 

 

Reinforce a Growth Mindset 

Encourage your child to view any mistakes as 

opportunities to learn. Phrases like “Mistakes help us 

grow” or “You’re building your skills every day” 

reinforce the idea that resilience is about progress, 

not perfection. 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you do to support your child to 

complete The Dorcan Academy Character 

Award?  

 

Encourage them to complete the following 

activities: 

 

✓ Oracy  - English and Health and Social - 

Use ABCQ to build upon the ideas of 

another student. 

 

✓ Oracy - DT - Talk for a minute about a 

technology you use every day, like a 

smartphone or a computer. Share one thing 

you like about it and how it helps you in 

your daily life. Speak in a clear and 

comfortable voice and remember to smile 

and make eye contact with your audience. 

 

✓ Self-Discipline - MFL – If you are absent 

from a MFL lesson during the year use your 

knowledge organiser or GCSE pod to catch 

up. 

 

✓ Courage - Science - Research and create 

an informative leaflet on someone who 

showed courage in science and explain how 

this virtue was demonstrated. 

 

✓ Talent - Dance and Drama - Perform a 

dance or piece of drama for the class. 
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Character virtues in action honour board  

Each week in assembly we share examples of how our students have demonstrated our character virtues within and outside of 

school. Below are some of the standout examples from our students.  

Louise McCombie in 8EYA for Generosity. She donated an entire bag of crocheted toys to a Ukraine aid charity so that 

children who have been bombed out can have a present and a sense of normality this Christmas. 

Jensen Robins 8EY1, Harry Roberts 8EY1, Dylan Brickley 8KB1 for Honesty and Integrity. After being allowed to go 

on the Astro for charity week they kept their word by paying the next day. 

Jacob Smith 7EY1, Alfie Bone 7EY1 for Courage. They wrote and performed a rap in the poetry style of Ash Dickinson in 

front of the year group.   

Ruby Dalton 7KBA for Generosity. Ruby bought another person a raffle ticket when they had no change. 

Tomy Linhard 8KBA for Courage. When he saw his friend was choking on his dinner, without a second thought leapt into 

action and banged his back dislodging the food he was choking on. 

Emma Walker 9FR1 for Generosity and doing your best - Emma often stays behind voluntarily after lessons to make sure 

her work is to a great standard. She also helps tidy up after lessons too.  

Kara Whitworth and Grace Jones 9EYA for having the Courage to referee their first football matches at the year 7 

football tournament and for generously volunteering their time to do it. Thank you both, the staff and students from all schools 

thought that they did an excellent job. 

George Kane 10OS1 for Generosity – George produced an excellent Do Now for his French class. 

Kiera Bolton-Weston 11KBA for Generosity. Kiera is always ready to help younger students at homework club with their 

prep.  Awesome assistant. 

Ethan Aparicio 8FR1 for Personal Responsibility.  Ethan is a model student who has had no demerit since the start of the 

school year and has ensured that he is always on time, in uniform, and well equipped and does the right thing in and out of lessons.   

Jake Mulraney 7FR1 for Personal Responsibility. Jake always goes above and beyond to his best in every lesson I teach him. 

There is never a moment of ‘I’m done’, but rather questioning of what else can I do. Or how can I improve this? Fantastic personal 

responsibility demonstrating his drive to want the best for himself and his group. 

Lauren Layzell 7KBA for Honesty and Integrity. Lauren handed in a £1 coin explaining that it was not hers and that she had 

found it on the floor. Showing great integrity and honesty in returning this to a member of staff to get it back to the owner. 

Jessica Matthews 9KBA Personal Responsibility – Jess has shown a great improvement in her work ethic in maths and should 

be recognised for her hard work and positive attitude 

Darcy Ireson 8EY1 for Self-discipline and Resilience. Darcy has rehearsed every night for this past week for her TNWD 

dance show on the weekend. Her commitment has been excellent and perfectly demonstrates the Dorcan Values. 

Jakub Rayson 8EY1 for Personal Responsibility - Jakub had the honour to carry a banner at his Polish school's remembrance 

day service. Jakub was very nervous about this as he had never done it before and because of what it meant for his country. He 

showed great personal responsibility in completing this role. 

Asa Clark 11FRA for Personal Responsibility – Asa has taken personal responsibility with his revision for science prelims and 

has been proactive in coming to seek help when needed. 

Get in contact  

If you have examples of our students being model citizens and demonstrating our character virtues we would love to hear about 

them. This will allow us to celebrate their actions as a school and include it in our character newsletter. Contact Mr Tanner at 

dtanner@dorcan.co.uk  
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Character Award achievements 

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the following sections from The Dorcan Academy Character Award this term.  

Honesty Bronze - Jacob Reason, Millie Bone, Eleyna Brock-Hoskins, Jack Cavilla, James Cox, Fin Croton, Lilianna Dilley, Harri Gunning, Paddy 

Hanrahan, Mikey Harfield, George Hearne, Alfie Hunt, Courtney Jones, Lexie Lockyear, Harry Mason, Frankie Mazzotta, Lilie-Mae Mills, Ashton 

Norris-Ing, Jemimah Peeters, Swikaar Rai, Jack Winton, Chloe Wakefield, Amelia Parker, Violet O'Nion, Rosie O'Nion, Brooke Smith, Samantha 

Ghising, Flavio Valentim, Ella Shannon, Noah Fisher Amos Bermudez-Perez, Katie Martin, Lilly Mears, Emy Crisp, Ethan Aparicio, Talia-Grace 

Thomas, Ruben Thapa Magar 

Honesty Silver - Ollie Kemp  

Academia Bronze - Jense Batner, Isabelle Bonham, Gemma Boyce, Emma Brygan, Dean Chasara, Amelia Cobb, Ryan Cook, Grace New, Skye 

Milne, Ethan Aparicio, Ethan Mtengwa, Noah Strickland, Ollie Kemp, Alin Cosma, Lilly Fowler. Ryleigh Gardiner, Cohen Goddard, Bethenie 

Gould, Oliver Hooper, Tomy Linhard, Ruby Passmore, Macie Ratcliffe, Jack Smith, Lilly Stanley, Macauley Stanton, Ella Whitson, Kurtis Pearson, 

Josh Cooper, Jack Bean, Jakub Rayson, Alesha Willis, Emily Cox, Libby Lake, Darcy Ireson, Amelia Croton, Harry Roberts, Jensen Robbins, Harry 

Pritchard, Kian Cronin, Aiden Newitt, Jayden Carey, Amelia Baker, Maddie Hall 

Compassion Bronze - Jaxon Rogers, Amelia Baker, Malik Djelid, Drew Allen, Freddie Burns, Amelia Grace Hambidge, Ella Dance, Hugo Jura, 

Lauren Layzell, Ethan Aparicio, James Hillcoat, Kasen Salter, Kasia Pawlowska, Maddie O’Carroll, Emily Robinson, Joshua Joy 

Compassion Silver - Austin Shepherd 

Sports Bronze - Lauren Layzell, Jasmine Bartlett, Tilly Harrington Jacob Ross, Dylan Baxter, Kayla Haslam, Ben Watts, Frank Tait, Lucas Brown, 

Kai Stroud, Thomas Baker Connor Shears, Zach Horgan, Elsie Sproule 

Community Bronze - Charlie Brygan, Kaicee-Lei Preston 

Community Silver - Kaicee-Lei Preston 

Sports Silvers - Myseha Downie, Kyara Hopkins  

Sports Gold - Kyara Hopkins  

Environment Bronze - Frankie Kirwan, Maddie Hall 

Talent Bronze - Kai Stroud, Leo Hogg 

Leadership Bronze - Kiante Johnson, Jacob Smith  

Leadership Silver - Jacob Smith 

Resilience Bronze - Jacob Reason, Thomas Baker 

Compassion Gold - Kiera Bolton-Weston  

Courage Bronze - Charlie Brygan 

Community Bronze - Kyle Newbold Read, Toby Jones 

Diversity Bronze – Poppy Lester-Jacobs 

Integrity Bronze – Zachary Cunningham, Brandon Turner, Jamie Hughes 

Commitment Bronze - Lauren Layzell, Thomas Baker, Ethan Aparicio 

Oracy Bronze - Jacob Smith, Thomas Baker, Levi Pereira 

Oracy Silver – Jacob Smith  

Generosity Bronze - Amos Bermudez-Perez 

Gratitude Bronze - Amos Bermudez-Perez,  Brooke Waring-Jones,  Eli Heggie 

Personal responsibility Bronze - Bradley Ferris 

Culture Bronze - Eva Timbrell, Emilia Randall, Emily Sheridan  

 

 

 


