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The Review

As we reflect on this term, it’s impossible not to commend the courage shown by our Year 7 students as they embark on their
journey at The Dorcan Academy. Their bravery in adapting to a new environment, forging new friendships, and embracing new
challenges sets the tone for the school year. Our Year 8, 9, 10, and | | students have also demonstrated remarkable courage this
term. Returning to school after the break, they’ve embraced the challenges of their studies with determination and resilience.
They’ve shown the courage to work hard, even when faced with difficult topics or setbacks, and have pushed through, refusing to
give up. Beyond their resilience, these students have also demonstrated gratitude, recognising and appreciating the support they
receive from their teachers, peers, and families. Whether it’s through a simple "thank you" to a teacher or helping a classmate
who’s struggling, they’ve shown that they value the contributions of those around them. This combination of courage, resilience,
and gratitude is what makes our students exceptional, and it’s what drives them toward success in their learning and growth.

As the term progressed, we focused on two key character virtues: personal responsibility and courage. Personal
responsibility is essential for every student. We've emphasised the importance of being punctual to lessons, arriving fully
prepared, and starting each class with determination. Additionally, taking pride in wearing the correct uniform is a simple but
powerful act that reflects a student's readiness to learn. When students excel in these basic responsibilities, it lays a strong
foundation for their academic success. Courage is equally important in all aspects of life. We want our students to develop inner
strength, self-belief, and the confidence to stand out from the crowd and stand up for what is right. Courage means asking for
help when needed, offering help to others, and making a difference, even in the smallest ways. It's about taking that next step, even
when the path ahead is unclear because each step brings them closer to achieving greatness.

Halfway through the term, we had the pleasure of opening our doors to the community during our recent Open Evening, an event
where we invite everyone to experience life at The Dorcan Academy. Our students truly shone, whether they were delivering
speeches, providing guided tours, or working within departments to showcase what learning looks like at our school. Their
enthusiasm and pride in our school was evident throughout the evening. For the past three years, we have been oversubscribed
and have taken in additional students, a testament to the hard work and dedication of all our stakeholders, staff, students, parents,
and the local community. We'd like to remind everyone that our doors are always open. If you would like to visit us for a tour,
please do get in contact, and we will be more than happy to arrange a visit for you to see what happens on a normal day at The
Dorcan Academy. We look forward to welcoming you!

At the end of the term, we proudly hosted the first of our Growth Mindset Days, an exciting opportunity for our students to
broaden their horizons, engage in new experiences, and further develop their character. For Year 7, the focus was on the vibrant
world of carnivals. Students immersed themselves in everything carnival-related, from energetic Samba dancing to the creative art
of mask-making, embracing this theme’s joy and cultural richness. Year 8 students were challenged to demonstrate resilience
through a variety of team-building activities. These exercises tested their ability to work together, overcome obstacles, and
support one another, fostering a strong sense of community and determination. Our year 9 students participated in alternative
sports activities and had the opportunity to learn sign language, broadening their skills and experiences. Meanwhile, Year 10
Geography students embarked on their fieldwork in Bristol, applying their classroom knowledge to real-world settings, and
enhancing their geographical skills through hands-on experience. Year || Historians had the invaluable opportunity to visit
Hampton Court Palace, where they explored the rich history of Elizabethan England, bringing their studies to life and deepening
their understanding of this pivotal period.

We are incredibly proud of the achievements and progress made so far by our students, and we look forward to building on this
momentum next term.
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Be Kind

Show Respect

What can you do to support your child’s character
development?

At The Dorcan Academy, we believe that the development of
Courage is vital to enable our students to break down
barriers and achieve greatness. Parents play a crucial role in
developing courage in their children. Here are some ways you
can help:

Encourage Risk-Taking:

Support your child in stepping out of their comfort zone,
whether it’s trying a new activity, making new friends, or
speaking up in class. Praise their efforts, regardless of the
outcome, to build confidence.

Encourage Asking for Help:

Teach your child that it’s okay to ask for help when needed.
This type of courage shows strength, not weakness, and
fosters a supportive environment where they feel safe to grow
and learn.

Discuss Fear and Failure:

Talk openly about fears and failures. Help your child
understand that everyone experiences these feelings and that
courage is about facing them, not avoiding them.

Do your best

What can you do to support your child to complete
The Dorcan Academy Character Award?

Encourage them to complete the following activities:

v Self-Discipline - History - Watch a film or
documentary that is linked to your historical
studies and write a review.

v' Aspiration - MFL - Research career paths,
using careers pilot, that having a languages degree
can take you. Create a splash page or infographic
on the different languages’ courses. List places you
could study languages, job opportunities and how
much you could earn.

v'  Culture - Geography - Geography - Visit 2
museums related to the natural history of an area.

v'  Courage - Science - Research and create an
informative leaflet on someone who showed
courage in science and explain how this virtue was
demonstrated.

Character Award achievements

Charlie Penny has achieved Gold in Talent.

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the following sections from The Dorcan Academy
Character Award this term.

Riley Ackerman has achieved Bronze, Silver and Gold in Community.

Character counter Character Award totals
totals
Eagle 149 House Bronze Silver Gold Total
] Eagle 80 18 9 107
Kingfisher 59
Falcon 131 28 8 167
Osprey 43
Kingfisher 137 I5 5 158
Fal 34
e Osprey 131 27 8 166
Congratulations to Total 478 87 28 598
Eagle House for
winning the most
counters in term |.
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Character virtues in action honour board

Each week in assembly we share examples of how our students have demonstrated our character virtues within and outside of
school. Below are some of the standout examples from our students.

A message we received from a member of our local community.

| was in Morrisons on Dorcan Way on Thursday soon after your students had left school for an early finish. Several were in the
store still in uniform buying bits and pieces before going home, and | queued at a checkout behind two of your girls. | explained that
| needed to balance my basket whilst waiting for my turn as it was quite heavy, and the response from the young lady next to me
was delightful. With a broad smile she offered help and would clearly have assisted with unloading my shopping had | needed her to
do so.

Emily Smith 9EYA, Jack Cavilla 9EY |, Maria Martin 9OSA and Maegan Patague 90S|1 - have asked to be new student
librarians. They have embraced the training and are making a difference already. A big thank you to them for volunteering.

Layla Price | IFRA - Integrity/Personal Responsibility - In her own time without any prompting created additional revision
cards to cover an area of weakness so that she could perform better in her next assessment.

Bobbie Byrne | IKBA - Personal Responsibility: Bobbie came to find me (Mr Roke) after school on Tuesday to discuss
further education options and to get my opinion on her choices. We were able to discuss pathways and even opportunities for
outside performances. It is fantastic to see students who are committed to their future and striving for what will be the best for
them.

Ben Mills I0KB 1 and Hayden Crisp I10FRI - Generosity - for supporting the Mental Wellbeing drop-in sessions. Giving over
their own time to support others.

Michael Appleby-Thomas 8EYA, Jasmine Croucher 9KBA, Sky Croucher 8KBI, Katie Hamilton 100S1, Yazmin
Miah-Ahmed 70SA, Emily Newitt I0EYA, Maegan Patague 90SI, Piper Pimble 80SI, Amie Porter 8KBI,
Kaicee-Lei Preston 7FRA, Sophia Montauro | IFRI, Millie Bone 9EY| - For showing courage and self-discipline by
attending rehearsals and performing in the choir for Open Evening.

Max Sanders 7KBA — above and beyond for integrity — he will always open the door for everyone and waits till all the class has
arrived before he leaves his post — he also helped a new student, that he didn’t know, and was extremely kind towards them.

Nathan Scott 10EY | - Integrity, Self-discipline, and Personal Responsibility: Nathan always does everything right,
without being asked, and never complains. He always has the correct uniform and equipment and has everything out on his desk
without ever having to be reminded. He shows real integrity, self-discipline, and personal responsibility every single day and
deserves recognition for this.

Eric Martin | IKBA - Courage, Personal Responsibility, and Generosity: Eric gave a great, incredibly detailed presentation
on Marxism to the whole class during today's sociology lesson. He showed real courage, personal responsibility, and generosity to
his peers.

Joe Richards I0EY | has shown great integrity already this year. He approached me (Mrs Parnell) at breaktime to discuss how
he can achieve his best this year in science. This has shown me he has a clear goal he wants to achieve and knows he needs to
make the right decisions to achieve that goal.

Junior Fraser 8KBI - This morning. | (Mrs Hodges) was carrying many things into school, and he was walking at the front of
the school and opened the gate for me. Wasn’t asked or prompted. | was really impressed by his kindness.

Get in contact

If you have examples of our students being model citizens and demonstrating our character virtues we would love to hear about
them. This will allow us to celebrate their actions as a school and include it in our character newsletter. Contact Mr Tanner at
dtanner@dorcan.co.uk
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