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Dear Parents/Carers

This term seems to have flown by, and we are now approaching half term. Year || exams are well on their
way now and students are conducting themselves with integrity in the exam hall. We continue to wish
them every success.

Year || leaving arrangements

On Friday 13 June Year || students will leave school at 1:10pm and from this point on, will only be
required to attend school for their examinations or revision sessions, which have been shared with
students via EPraise. Should students wish to attend school outside of these times, they should contact
their teacher directly, or Ms Lee can arrange a space for independent revision. Students will enter via the
main reception gate for their examinations, and head directly to the examination location |5 to 20 minutes
before the exam. They should enter via student reception for their revision sessions. They should arrive no
earlier than 5 minutes before a revision session where they will be registered at the revision session; all
absences will be communicated with home in the usual way.

Please be reminded, that the expectations for uniform for Year || remain the same throughout the entire
exam series.

The official Leaving assembly will be held on Thursday 19 June at 2pm in the school hall. Students will
not be required in school on this day until 1:45pm when they should arrive via the main reception and be
met by their tutors. The assembly will take place in the main hall. Uniform is not required but students
should dress smartly for a formal occasion. Hoodies will be available to collect at the end of the assembly.
Please be reminded that eligible students that wish to attend the prom should have paid their monies and
returned their reply slip by Friday 6th June 2025.

Charity week
Ms Lloyd would like to share that Kingfisher House worked tirelessly during charity week and as a result
students collected £231.60 for the British Heart Foundation. Thank you for your support with this event.

An

-

Sports News

We are delighted that our Under |6’s boys football team successfully defeated Commonweal School in a
tense final. With a slender 1-0 win, we are proud to announce that The Dorcan Academy are the
Swindon Schools U-16 champions. The attitude and application shown by all the students in the team
optimises everything that is The Dorcan Academy. Well done to the boys and to Mr Waldron and Mr
Allen for all their hard work with the team.
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A massive well done also to the Year 9 B Team who reached the final of Swindon Schools Cup. After a
gripping and exciting game, they were unlucky to lose to a last-minute goal 5-4. They showed incredible
resilience and team spirit to come from behind 3 times in the match. Well done to the whole squad who
have had a brilliant season.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Update

Our Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh teams successfully completed their practice expedition last
weekend in the Cotswolds. They showed great determination and personal responsibility as they
developed the essential skills needed for their upcoming qualifying expedition. A huge well done to all

involved - we’re proud of your achievements and look forward to the qualifying expedition taking place on
13-14 June.

Looking ahead, our Silver Award teams will be heading out on their expeditions from 12-14 June and
again from 28 June-2 July.

Upcoming events
Please be reminded that Sports day will take place on Friday 20 June at the County Ground; Year 7
Camp and Year 10 Work experience are taking place in the week beginning Monday 7 July.

Summer Rewards trip 2025

Thursday 17 July is the date set for this year’s rewards trip to Brean Sands Leisure Park and we are
delighted that many students look set to meet the criteria, although the final list will not be known until the
start of next term. When the emails are sent home in the week beginning Monday 9 June, there will be a
window of 7-10 days for responses and payment to be received by the school; this is due to the huge
amount of administration and planning involved in organising such a large trip. The school will cover the
bulk of the cost of the coaches, but we will need to ask parents to contribute towards this cost and the
entrance ticket to the park. We expect this to be in the region of £20 per student. This notice is to allow
families to prepare financially, especially if they have more than one child attending the school

Online Safety
Mr Child, our Safeguarding Lead has put together 10 top tips to stay safe online. Please discuss these tips
with your children.

e Be careful talking to people you don’t know and trust in real life — anyone can pretend to be
someone they’re not online. If you do talk to people you don’t know, don’t tell them your personal
information — such as your name, age, what street you live on, your school’s name, or your location.
If they ask for images or videos of yourself, say no, stop talking to them and report this to a trusted
adult

o Keep your social media profiles private, to limit what others can see, and think carefully about what
you share and with who. Once you’ve shared an image, you can’t control what the other person does
with it. Remember, it’s illegal to take, share or view sexual images of under-18s

e Use Al chatbots carefully — not everything they generate is real. They might also tell you to do
something that could harm you or someone else. Don’t give them your personal information or
photos — they could be used to make fake images, or to bully or blackmail you

e What you post online now could affect you later, like when you’re applying for jobs, college or
university



If you see something upsetting, or you’re bullied online, tell an adult you trust. Report it by following
the instructions on the website, messaging service or social media site — you’ll usually need to click
the 3 dots next to a post or comment

When reading the news online, read the whole article not just the headline. Ask yourself where the
information came from, when it was published, and if it could be a hoax or made up

Look out for hoaxes and scams, like messages you’re meant to forward on or that ask you for
payment details or your password

Be wary of schemes promising easy cash for receiving and transferring money, they’re almost
definitely criminal activity

Watch out for loot boxes or other parts of games where you pay money to take a chance on getting
a reward — you can end up spending lots of money on them

Remember, people make their lives look more exciting and interesting online. People often edit their
photos to make them look better, or make fake images with Al tools, so don’t believe everything you
see. This includes gang lifestyles — they’re not as glamorous as they look.

Overall House points totals are as follows:

Eagle Falcon [ Kingfisher | Osprey
Overall total 150147 [ 133810 | 143116 155132
Average per student 701.6 625.3 589.0 718.2

Congratulations to Osprey who are currently in the lead with the most House points per student.

Uniform

Please make sure your child doesn’t do anything over the holiday that contravenes our uniform policy and
will mean that they are unable to attend lessons on their return; particularly false nails, piercings that can’t
be removed, un-natural hair colourings or extreme haircuts, tramlines or shaved or part shaved heads.

We wish you a safe, relaxing and happy half-term break and look forward to seeing everyone again on

Monday 2 June, which is week B.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs Bareham
Headteacher




