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Headteacher: Mrs S Bareham MBA GRSM

Dear Parents/Carers

We are almost at the end of what has been an action packed half term which started with welcoming our
new Year 7 students. Their induction days included House team competitions, Character workshops and
the visit of an external company, ‘Talk the Talk’ who supported our students to develop their confidence in
oracy as well as enabling them to learn about each other and get to know their teachers. Then our WOW
transition days were upon us for our Year 6 prospective students followed by our Open evening, which
received excellent feedback and was really well attended. Last week we held our ‘Meet the Teacher’ event
in which the Mayor of Swindon officially opened our brand new school hall — once again, feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. There have also been a number of school trips to broaden our students’ horizons.

On Tuesday 22" October Osprey House had the privilege of being able to attend in non-uniform as they
won the House cup at the end of last academic year.

The last day of this term is our Growth Mindset day where we do things a little differently, designed to
push us out of our comfort zone but enable students to develop their character and have a go at new
things, as well as having a lot of fun.

Link books

We wish to apologise for the poor quality of the link books this year. Many of them did not even last the
first week due to an issue with the binding. We have contacted the company and have been sent 300
better quality replacements which we are allocating a year group at a time to those whose link books have
fallen apart. It is likely that we will need even more than we had first envisaged so we will be requesting
even more - needless to say, we will be looking elsewhere next year!! The link books are an essential part
of equipment which are used for home-school communication, recording Academic Prep and our new
Praise stamp system amongst other things so it is vital that they are of good quality. Thank you for your
patience as we sort this issue out.

Post-16 options

During this term Year || have heard from several post-16 providers to support them in choosing the next
step in their career and learning journey. Applications for most providers are now open and we
recommend students apply at the earliest opportunity. If you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss the
different pathways after Dorcan with Alan Brownlie, our Careers Lead please contact him via
abrownlie@dorcan.co.uk.
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Term dates

Please be mindful that we break up for Christmas on Friday 20" December at midday. Monday
January 6 2025 is a staff training day and on Tuesday January 7" 2025 we are holding a Progress
Review day for students and parents; further details will be sent out but the plan is that students will come
in during the day with their parents/carers to meet their tutor at a specified time to discuss their progress
and the rest of the day will complete work at home. The first full day back for students will be
Wednesday 8 January.

Dates for your diary

Our Christmas concert showcasing music, dance and drama will be held on Thursday 12" December in
the new school hall and our annual traditional Carol Service will be on Monday 16" December at 7pm.
We would love to see you all there. More details to follow nearer the time.

House points total

As of 20" October 2024, house points totals were as follows:

Eagle Falcon | Kingfisher | Osprey

Overall total 24548 | 23840 | 25972 27338

Average per student 114.7 [11.4 106.9 126.6

Congratulations to Osprey House who are continuing their lead with the most House points on average
per student as well as overall. Recognition should also go to Eagle House who have won the most
character counters of the term.

Reminder

Please ensure that over the half term break your child does not do anything that will contravene our
uniform policy and prevent them from attending lessons on their return. We want students in lessons
learning but we are not prepared to lower our high standards. We hope you have a lovely break.

Students return on Tuesday 5° November which is a normal school day. Monday 4™ November is a
staff training day.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs Sherryl Bareham
Headteacher



